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(c) Manage and coordinate the dis-
charge of Departmental responsibil-
ities related to the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (b U.S.C. 5562) and the Pri-
vacy Act (b U.S.C. 552a), including co-
ordination and implementation of pol-
icy development and compliance with-
in executive agencies and Depart-
mental units relative to the Freedom
on Information Act and within Depart-
mental units relative to the Privacy
Act; and supervise the Office of Infor-
mation and Privacy which will, except
as otherwise directed by the Attorney
General, act on appeals taken from De-
partmental denials of access to records
under the Privacy Act and the Free-
dom of Information Act.

(d) Advise and assist the Attorney
General and the Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral regarding the selection and ap-
pointment of Federal judges.

(e) Administer the Federal Justice
Research Program.

(f) Represent the Department on the
Administrative Conference of the
United States and, as appropriate, on
regulatory reform matters.

(g) Participate, as appropriate, in in-
ternal budget hearings of the Depart-
ment with regard to policy implica-
tions of resource allocations and re-
source implications of major policy ini-
tiatives; and advise the Assistant At-
torney General for Administration
with regard to information require-
ments for Departmental policy formu-
lation.

(h) Advise appropriate Departmental
officials, from time to time, on inves-
tigation, litigation, negotiation, penal,
or correctional policies to insure the
compatibility of those policies with
overall Departmental goals.

(i) Perform such other duties and
functions as may be specially assigned
by the Attorney General and the Dep-
uty Attorney General.

In carrying out his responsibilities
under this section, the Assistant Attor-
ney General, Office of Legal Policy,
shall have the right to call upon the
relevant Departmental units for per-
sonnel and other assistance.

[Order No. 960-81, 46 FR 52341, Oct. 27, 1981, as
amended by Order No. 1054-84, 49 FR 10118,
Mar. 19, 1984; Order No. 1055-84, 49 FR 12253,
Mar. 29, 1984]
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§0.23a [Reserved]
§0.23b Office of Asylum Policy and Re-

view.

There is established, in the Office of
Legal Policy, the Asylum Policy and
Review Unit, headed by a Director,
under the general supervision and di-
rection of the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, Office of Legal Policy, and exer-
cising such duties as the Deputy Attor-
ney General delegates pursuant to 28
CFR 0.15(f) or otherwise assigns to it.

[Order No. 1176-87, 52 FR 11044, Apr. 7, 1987]

Subpart D-3—Office of
Information Policy

§0.24 General functions.

The Office of Information Policy
shall be headed by a Director appointed
by the Attorney General. The Director
shall report to the Associate Attorney
General. The following functions are
assigned to, and shall be conducted,
handled, or supervised by the Director
of the Office of Information Policy:

(a) Exercising the power and per-
forming the functions vested in the At-
torney General under 5 U.S.C. 552(e).

(b) Developing, coordinating, and im-
plementing policy with regard to the
Freedom of Information Act (‘“‘FOIA’),
including publishing guidance and
other material related to FOIA mat-
ters;

(c) Providing legal assistance and ad-
vice to government agencies and orga-
nizational components of the Depart-
ment on questions regarding the inter-
pretation and application of the FOIA;

(d) Undertaking, arranging, or sup-
porting training and informational pro-
grams concerning the FOIA for govern-
ment agencies and the Department;

(e) Responding to initial requests
made under the FOIA and the Privacy
Act for the Office of Information Pol-
icy, as well as for the following Leader-
ship Offices:

(i) Office of the Attorney General;

(ii) Office of the Deputy Attorney
General;

(iii) Office of the Associate Attorney
General;

(iv) Office of Legal Policy;

(v) Office of Legislative Affairs;

(vi) Office of Public Affairs;



Department of Justice

(vii) Office of Intergovernmental and
Public Liaison; and

(viii) Any other Department compo-
nent that the Attorney General assigns
to the Office of Information Policy for
responding to requests made to such
component under the FOIA and the
Privacy Act.

(f) Acting on behalf of the Attorney
General on FOIA and Privacy Act ac-
cess administrative appeals for all
components of the Department, except
that a denial of a request by the Attor-
ney General is the final action of the
Department on that request;

(g) Representing government agen-
cies in civil litigation claims arising
under the FOIA through and under the
direction of the United States Attor-
ney’s Office for the District of Colum-
bia and any such other districts as may
be designated;

(h) Providing staff support to the De-
partment Review Committee, estab-
lished by §17.14 of this chapter; and

(i) Encouraging all Federal agencies
that intend to deny FOIA requests rais-
ing novel issues to consult with the Of-
fice of Information Policy to the ex-
tent practicable.

[Order No. 3085-2009, 74 FR 29129, June 19,
2009]

Subpart E—Office of Legal
Counsel

§0.25 General functions.

The following-described matters are
assigned to, and shall be conducted,
handled, or supervised by, the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legal
Counsel:

(a) Preparing the formal opinions of
the Attorney General; rendering infor-
mal opinions and legal advice to the
various agencies of the Government;
and assisting the Attorney General in
the performance of his functions as
legal adviser to the President and as a
member of, and legal adviser to, the
Cabinet.

(b) Preparing and making necessary
revisions of proposed Executive orders
and proclamations, and advising as to
their form and legality prior to their
transmission to the President; and per-
forming like functions with respect to
regulations and other similar matters
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which require the approval of the
President or the Attorney General.

(c) Rendering opinions to the Attor-
ney General and to the heads of the
various organizational units of the De-
partment on questions of law arising in
the administration of the Department.

(d) Approving proposed orders of the
Attorney General, and orders which re-
quire the approval of the Attorney
General, as to form and legality and as
to consistency and conformity with ex-
isting orders and memoranda.

(e) Coordinating the work of the De-
partment of Justice with respect to the
participation of the United States in
the United Nations and related inter-
national organizations and advising
with respect to the legal aspects of
treaties and other international agree-
ments.

(f) When requested, advising the At-
torney General in connection with his
review of decisions of the Board of Im-
migration Appeals and other organiza-
tional units of the Department.

(g) Designating within the Office of
Legal Counsel:

(1) A liaison officer, and an alternate,
as a representative of the Department
in all matters concerning the filing of
departmental documents with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, and

(2) A certifying officer, and an alter-
nate, to certify copies of documents re-
quired to be filed with the Office of the
Federal Register (1 CFR 16.1).

(h) Approving certain blind trusts, as
required by section 202(f)(4)(B) of the
Ethics in Government Act of 1978, 92
Stat. 1843.

(i) Consulting with the Director of
the Office of Government Ethics re-
garding the development of policies,
rules, regulations, procedures and
forms relating to ethics and conflicts
of interest, as required by section 402 of
the Ethics in Government Act of 1978,
92 Stat. 1862.

(j) Taking actions to ensure imple-
mentation of Executive Order 12612 (en-
titled ‘‘Federalism’), including deter-
mining which Department policies
have sufficient federalism implications
to warrant preparation of a Federalism
Assessment, reviewing Assessments for
adequacy, and executing certifications
for the Assessments.
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